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successful in obtaining a position of influence under the
East India Company. In 1814 he settled in Calcutta,
where, for speaking freely of the evils of Hindu religious
and social customs, he was openly repudiated by his
father. On his father's death he grew bolder, and
published a number of pamphlets in various languages
against prevailing errors. " This raised such a feeling
against me," he says in an autobiographical sketch,
" that I was at last deserted by every person except
two or three Scotch friends, to whom, and to the nation
to which they belong, I always feel grateful. The
ground which I took in all my controversies was not
that of opposition to Brahmanism, but to a perversion
of it; and I endeavoured to show that their idolatry
was contrary to the practice of their ancestors and the
principles of the ancient books and authorities which
they profess to revere and obey." In 1819 he published
a tract called " The Precepts of Jesus, the Guide to
Peace and Happiness." It is interesting to see how
the modern reformer availed himself of the improved
methods of communicating truth. Most of the leaders
of the sects previously considered by a life of asceticism
gained attention, and wandering from city to city orally
spread their views; but Rama Mohun Rai lived in his
own house, and by the use of the press spoke to far
greater numbers through his pamphlets.

In the year 1828 the Society was founded. A few
friends had been in the habit of meeting with their
leader since 1815, but as the numbers increased it was
agreed to hire a room, where this monotheistic Church
was founded under the name of the Brahma Samaj. In
1830 the numbers ha$ further increased, and a suitable
house was built. The following extract from the trust
deed will show the purpose of this building: it was